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through coopera-
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Five Rivers Resource Conservation & De-
velopment (RC&D) celebrates its 15th An-
niversary this year.  Several  of  the origi-
nal participants continue their involvement 
with the Council.  Mary Kruger, Ron Pu-
halla, Ron Starr, Howard McNiff, Merri 
Johnson, Paul Rohrbaugh, Marge 
Rathbone, and Joe Stehlik continue their 
involvement with support of the Council.  
Their energy, expertise, and enthusiasm 
assist in the success and impact the Coun-
cil provides to southeast Nebraska. 

F i v e  R i v e r s  R C & D  
S t a f f  

Coordinator:   
   Howard McNiff 
Administrative Assistant:  
   Dottie Holliday 
 

Thanks to All of You Who Provide  
Your Time, Talents, and Support  

Joe Leichtnam Presents the “Outstanding Council Mem-
ber” Award to Mary Kruger at the Western Region 
RC&D conference held in Kearney in January 2006. 
 

Without their assistance and the assistance of 
hundreds of other volunteers and ten sponsor-
ing agencies in Southeast Nebraska, the pro-
jects highlighted in this publication would have 
been difficult to achieve.  This publication is 
dedicated to all who have served and will serve 
in the future. 
 
The Five Rivers Resource Conservation and 
Development Council pays homage to its past 
accomplishments and looks to its future pro-
jects. 

Mary Kruger, an active, hands-on 
Council Representative for Nemaha 
County, received the prestigious 
“Outstanding Council Member Award” 
at the State RC&D Association meeting 
held in October.  Kruger then was se-
lected for the “Outstanding Council 
Member” award by the Western RC&D 
Association at its conference in January.  
The Western Association is comprised of 
eleven states representing 81 RC&D’s.   
 
We applaud Kruger for her dedication 
and assistance in promoting the RC&D 
program and its projects. 
 
 

Mary Kruger Recognized as 
Outstanding Council  

Member by Nebraska  and    
Western RC&D Associations 

Kruger has served as treasurer of the Five Riv-
ers RC&D since its inception.  Her willingness 
to be involved is manifested in the projects of 
the RC&D. 



Greetings from the Council President 
 

Our Vision Statement 
“Recognizing the value of the region, the Five Rivers RC&D serves as  

a model of positive, proactive leadership for continued growth and prosperity.” 
 
 
 
 

Dear RC&D Friends and Sponsors: 
 
It is with great pride that we present this Annual Report.  During the past 15 years the Five 
Rivers Resource Conservation and Development (RC&D) has provided many types of assis-
tance to the eight county area that it serves.  Little did the original organizers of the Council 
envision all of the benefits the RC&D would bring to Gage, Johnson, Jefferson, Nemaha, 
Otoe, Pawnee, Richardson and Saline Counties.   
 
We thank all the Council members, past and present, and our staff for their dedicated service.  
I believe I speak for all of them in saying the RC&D’s strength lies in its philosophy of work-
ing together at the grassroots level.   
 
Please take time to study the pictures.  They represent the assistance the Council has brought 
to Southeast Nebraska.  You should be able to recognize your locale in at least one of them.  If 
you volunteered for the project shown, or benefited from the project, remember that the 
RC&D assisted with it in some way.  The RC&D might have provided assistance through 
grant writing, organization of the projects, or direct hands-on assistance.   
 
This publication attempts to highlight the diversity of the types of projects the Council has un-
dertaken.  In no way can this publication alone capture the achievements of the Council’s ac-
tivities.  The successes reported here would not have been possible without the assistance of 
thousands of hours of volunteer time, the dedication of the Council representatives, and the 
financial assistance provided to the Council through the United State Department of Agricul-
ture, Natural Resources Conservation Service, and the dedication of the Council’s Coordina-
tor, Howard McNiff.   
 
Thank you for taking time to read our 2006 Project Report.  We hope that it contributes to 
your confidence in the future of Southeast Nebraska.  Feel free to copy it for others, or request 
additional copies from our office.  As always, we invite you to attend our monthly council 
meetings.  Please contact the office for the location and the time.  Questions, comments and 
suggestions are always welcome. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
 
 

Scott Kudrna 
Council President 
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15 Years of Community Development Projects 
Five Rivers RC&D maintains its interest in providing Community Development enhance-
ments.  Many times grants may only be awarded to 501 (c)(3) corporations, like Five Riv-
ers RC&D.   We highlight here some of the RC&D’s projects during the past 15 years.  See 
if you can find a project here that has benefited your community. 

Five Rivers RC&D served as the applicant for 
the first of three federal transportation 
grants providing handi-vans to Nemaha 
and Gage counties.  The vans were leased to 
Blue Rivers Area Agency on Aging who oper-
ated them in cooperation with the counties.  
Later the grant stipulations changed to allow 
Blue Rivers Area Agency on Aging to apply 
directly for the van funding. 

Through the years the RC&D has provided 
assistance in Community Development.  
This photo shows former Council member 
and AmeriCorps team member, Dawn 
Kirkwood, registering community volun-
teers for the Small Communities-Big 
Opportunities workshop. 

School at the Center Project—
Troubadour Larry Long works with students 
at Nemaha Valley School to compose a 
song honoring the life stories of Cook and 
Talmage area Elders as part of a School at 
the Center project.   

Efforts to establish Steamboat Trace Trail were 
successful.  These photos show the ribbon cutting for 
the Trail opening, the beauty of the Trail, and the 
sign erected to commemorate the Lewis & Clark Pass-
port Program.  Five Rivers provided grant writing 
assistance, technical guidance and other support to 
see the Trail project through to fruition. 

Artisans Seminar—Former 
Council Member Becky Kalkwarf 
looks over the hand-crafted items 
on display at the Artisans market-
ing seminar.  Seminars were held 
at Doane College and Northeast 
Community College in Norfolk. 

EDGE (Enhancing, Developing and 
Growing Entrepreneurs) Business 
Training - More than 60 persons have 
participated in the EDGE program.  Here 
are a few of the graduates.  If you are 
interested in advancing your business 
skills, contact Five Rivers to learn more 
about the EDGE program. 

AmericCorps assistance benefited the Pawnee City Mu-
seum, the Meriwether Lewis Dredge at Brownville, and 
the Water Celebration at Peru State College. 

Pickrell Community 
Improvement  

Volunteers 
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15 Years of Alternative Agriculture Projects 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Encouraging diversity in agriculture, the RC&D has hosted numerous grape 
grower’s workshops; hosted Wine Schools held at Whiskey Run Creek 
Winery at Brownville; assisted with the Arbor Trails Winery Cooperative; 
and toured Blue River Vineyard &  Winery.  Additionally, Sharon & Mike 
Schilling started Schilling Bridge Winery & Microbrewery after graduating 
from the EDGE business training program. 

The Southeast Nebraska 
Grassland Association meets 
regularly to discuss pasture man-
agement and share experiences in 
improving their land management 
practices.  RC&D provides assis-
tance to this organization by publi-
cizing their meetings, recommend-
ing management practices, and 
handling their financial distribu-
tions. 

Another alternative agriculture program the RC&D sponsored was a Goat Marketing workshop.  Goats can 
serve as a deterrent to weeds; their meat and milk are valuable.  In some states, farmers rent goats to people 
and governmental agencies to combat weeds growing under bridges and other areas where conventional weed 
control is not possible. 
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15 Years of Environmental Projects 
During the past 15 years the Council has assisted with numerous environ-
mental projects.  The Council intends to continue to pursue grant funds and 
partners to provide household hazardous waste collections in its service 
area.  This summer Johnson, Nemaha, Pawnee and Richardson Counties 
will hold scrap tire collections.  The RC&D wrote the grants for these coun-
ties to enable them to provide the scrap tire collections.   

Thirty-seven Volunteers including Boy Scouts helped 
load over 36,000 pounds of used computer equip-
ment at collection sites in all eight of the RC&D’s 
counties. 

With a grant writing assistance from the RC&D 
and funding through the Nebraska Environ-
mental Trust, Cook residents took possession 
of a new recycling trailer recently.  Council 
Member, Tom Hamer, is on the right. 

Red Cedar Management— In 1993 Five Rivers 
conducted its first red cedar project with a manage-
ment workshop in Nemaha County.  In 1998, Ron 
Starr, top center, hosted another workshop on his 
property in Jefferson County.  Five Rivers continues 
to participate in activities that may lead to better 
management or utilization of this species in South-
east Nebraska. 

Used Oil Collection and Re-Use 
Five Rivers was recruited by Keep Nebraska Beautiful to help 
initiate this project in Southeast Nebraska.  Oil recycling is now 
available in all of the counties served by the RC&D. 

Through assistance from the USDA-
NRCS and the RC&D Council, the 
Weed Management Area (WMA) 
serves the RC&D’s counties and Cass 
County to educate people on the im-
portance of weed management.  This 
display will be seen at many fairs and 
other educational meetings throughout 
the area.   
 

Hundreds of Volunteers helped collect 130,000 
pounds of Household Hazard Waste.  The RC&D plans to 
assist with future household hazardous waste collections in 
partnership with the local NRD’s. 

Sericea Lespedeza Work-
shop will be held on Sep-
tember 13.  Contact the 
RC&D for more information.   
Additionally, the WMA will 
be spraying weeds along the 
Missouri River banks this 
summer.  A grant from Ne-
braska Department of Agri-
culture has made these 
activities possible. 

Improving the environment through household hazardous waste collections, recycling oil and scrap 
tires, school chemistry lab chemical collections, and recycling trailers has improved all of southeast 
Nebraska and made it a safer place to live and raise families. 

Five Rivers Weed Management Area Activities 

Dry Hydrants - These can provide a water source in the case of a 
rural fire.  Many rural farms now have this added resource to fight 
fires in areas where other water sources are limited. 



 
 
Project Name 

 
 
Project Partners & Sponsors  

Grant Services—Five Rivers RC&D 
assisted with the development of sev-
eral grant proposals, administered 
grant funds, and advanced funds 
(pending grant reimbursement) for 
several projects this year.  Following is 
a list of the grant services. 

Project Partners  
On-going and New Projects and Activities 

Page 6 

Drug Prevention Abuse Coalitions Johnson, Nemaha & Saline County Coalitions 
Region V Systems 

 

Recycling Trailer for Cook, NE Nebraska Environmental Trust & Nebraska State  
Recycling Association 

$11,918 -directly to Cook, 
NE 

Duck & Buck Creek Drainage Control Nemaha Natural Resources District, Peru Drainage 
District, Natural Resources Conservation Service, 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 

 

Five Rivers Weed Management Area County Weed Superintendents, Natural Resource 
Districts, Five Rivers RC&D 
Nebraska Dept. of Agriculture 

$           6,000 

Sericea Lespedeza Workshop Five Rivers Weed Management Area, Natural Re-
source Districts, Nebraska Department of Agricul-
ture, Farm Service Agency, Nebraska Game & 
Parks, & Other Private Sources 

$         2,000 

Regional Water Supply Study USDA Rural Development, Nemaha Natural   Re-
sources District, County Governments, Municipal 
Governments 

    $  240,000—not funded–    other 
avenues will be pursued 

Rulo Bluffs Conservation Plan Nebraska Game & Parks and NRCS  

Southeast Nebraska Tourism           
Promotion 

Southeast Nebraska Tourism Council (SENTC), 
Nebraska Division of Tourism 

 

Heritage Highway Tourism Promotion Heritage Highway/Byway 136 Association, Dept. 
of Econ. Development —Tourism Division, 
Homestead National Park 

$       4,000 

Johnson, Nemaha, Pawnee & Richard-
son Counties—Scrap Tire Collections 

Department of Environmental Quality       $ 60,955—total of all grants — made  
directly to counties 

Deer Creek Sodbusters Grant  - Assis-
tance– 25th Anniversary Promotion 

Nebraska Department of Tourism       $  10,000—not funded—will be re-
submitted 

Southeast Nebraska Grassland Assoc. Nebraska Ag IMPACT Project $       200    

Wine School IV Whiskey Run Creek Vineyard & Winery & UNL   

Farm Beginnings 
 
 

UNL Extension, Center for Rural Affairs, Nebraska 
Sustainable Ag Society 

$  300                                                  

EDGE Business Planning Course SE Nebraska EDGE Coalition, Nebraska EDGE 
Program, Nebraska City River Country Economic 
Development Corporation 

$ 9,000 

Enhancing Retail Birding Products Nebraska partnership for All Birds Conservation  



 
        

Council members may be appointed by the Council as at-large representatives or may be appointed by one of our spon-
sors:  Gage, Jefferson, Johnson, Nemaha, Otoe, Pawnee, Richardson and Saline Counties and the Lower Big Blue and 
Nemaha Natural Resources Districts (NRD).  Sponsors support the Council with annual dues of $200.   

Members bring expertise to the Council from their professional experience and from service on other community devel-
opment projects or boards.  When possible, they also supply manpower for RC&D projects.  In return, the members’ 
communities benefit from what the Council members learn through their service to the RC&D. 
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 Scott Kudrna, President 
  Nemaha NRD Representative  
  2301 Dahlke Avenue, Box 290  

Auburn NE  68305 
402-274-4333 
 
Jim Sefried, Vice President 
 Richardson County Rep. 
 c/o Richardson Co. Courthouse 
 Falls City NE 68355 

   402-245-3874 or 245-2911 
 

Alfred Gigstad, Secretary  
Otoe County Representative  
141  N. Park Lane  
Nebraska City NE  68410 

  402-873-3420    
 

Mary Kruger, Treasurer 
Nemaha County Representative  
821 – 13th Street  
Auburn NE  68305 
402-274-4193 
 

  Shirley Gronewold  
   Gage County Representative      
   3040 E. Dogwood Road 
   Pickrell NE  68422 
   402-673-5325 
      

Larry Germer   
 At-Large Representative 
 1115 West Scott 
 Beatrice NE  68310  
 402-223-1384 
 
Willis Luedke 
 Saline County Representative      
 130 Lakeview Circle  
 Crete NE  68333 
 402-826-2544   
 
 

 

Allen Grell 
 Gage County Alternate  
  1907 Washington  
  Beatrice NE  68310 
  402-228-3065 
 
Scott Nelson   
 Nemaha NRD Alternate 
 62161 Highway 136 
 Tecumseh NE 68450 
 402-335-3325 
 
Paul Rohrbaugh 

   At-Large Representative      
 RR 1 
 Steinauer NE 68441 
 402-869-2396   
 
Ron Starr 
 Jefferson County Alternate 

   P O Box 515 
 Fairbury NE 68352 
 402-729-6121 
 

Pat Haverty 
 Otoe County Alternate 
  806 1st Avenue 
  Nebraska City, NE  68410 
  402-873-4293 
 
Merri Johnson 
 Nemaha County Alternate 
 1420 13th Street 
 Auburn, NE  68305 
 402-274-5217 
 

Ron Rathe 
 Johnson County Alternate      
 172 N. 8th Street  
 Tecumseh NE  68450 
  402-335-3020    
 

 

Jim Frager 
  Jefferson County Representative  
  P.O. Box 606 
  Fairbury NE  68352 
  402-729-4061   
 
Tom Hamer  
  Johnson County Representative     

     226 N. 5th  
  Tecumseh NE  68450 
  402-335-2911 
 
Robert Lorenz 
 Lower Big Blue NRD Alternate 
 720 County Road 1900 
 Crete NE 68333 
 402-826-0298 
 
Ron Puhalla 
 Pawnee County Representative 
 RR2, Box 51 
 Pawnee City NE 68420 
 402-852-2575  F 402-852-2565 
 
Alan Richard 
 Pawnee County Alternate 
 RR 4 
 Pawnee City NE 68420 
 402-825-2887 
 
Shar Sieck 
 Saline County Alternate 
 1341 Main Avenue 
 Crete NE  68333 
 402-826-2136 
 
Susan Sipple 
 Richardson County Alternate      
 1703 Schoenheit Street 
 Falls City NE  68355 
 402-245-2686   

 
Wilmer Schlake 

   Lower Big Blue NRD Representative     
   9491 E. Oak Road 

 Blue Springs NE  68318 
   402-645-8380 

Five Rivers RC&D Sponsors and Council Members  



 Five Rivers RC&D works with individuals and groups to improve the so-
cial, economic and environmental conditions in their communities.  We help 
citizens gain access to a network of public and private services and financ-
ing to accomplish community projects.    

 Besides contributing to job creation, many projects focus on the protection 
and improvement of natural resources or community facilities.  Still others 
work on improving a community’s way of life.  All are designed to make 
rural communities more viable places to live.   

 Five Rivers is one of 12 RC&D's in Nebraska.  All RC&D's serve multiple-
county areas and are organized as non-profit corporations.  They receive 
administrative support from the Natural Resources Conservation Service, 
but are governed by a volunteer Council.  For more information, contact 
Howard McNiff, Coordinator, at 402-335-3347. Phone: (402) 335-3347 

Fax: (402) 335-3450 
Email: tecumsehrcd@ne.usda.gov 

Five Rivers RC&D 
140 N. 4th  
P.O. Box 626 
Tecumseh NE 68450 

R e s o u r c e  C o n s e r v a t i o n  &  
D e v e l o p m e n t   

G a g e ,  J e f f e r s o n ,  J o h n s o n ,  
N e m a h a ,  O t o e ,  P a w n e e ,  

R i c h a r d s o n  &  S a l i n e  C o u n t i e s   

 
The Resource Conservation & Development (RC&D) program is sponsored by the United States Department of Agricul-
ture (USDA). The USDA prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national 
origin, sex, religion, age, disability, political beliefs, sexual orientation, and marital or family status.  (Not all prohibited 
bases apply to all programs.)  Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program in-
formation (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA’s TARGET Center at 202-720-2600 (voice and 
TDD). 
 
To file a complaint of discrimination, write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, Room 326-W, Whitten Building, 
14th & Independence Ave., S.W., Washington, D.C.  20250-9410 or call 202-720-5964 (voice or TDD).  The USDA is an 
equal opportunity provider and employer. 

Q. What can RC&D's 
do    that other or-
ganizations can’t? 

 
A. Although they re-

ceive governmental 
support, RC&D's are 
not entities of gov-
ernment; therefore 
the usual policies 
and constraints of 
local, state, and fed-
eral government pro-
grams do not limit 
them in the kinds of 
issues they decide to 
address, or in how 
they decide to do it.  

 

Q. Can  anyone  be       
involved in RC&D 
activities? 

 
 A. Yes. RC&D offers 

many opportunities for 
you to get involved 
and make things hap-
pen.  It doesn’t matter 
if you live in the city 
or the country, or if 
you are a business 
owner or a home-
maker, there’s always 
a place for you in 
RC&D.  Just contact 
the   RC&D office in  
Tecumseh or your                                               

 County representative 
to find out more. 

 
Q. How are projects   

selected? 
 
 A. Anyone can approach 

the RC&D Council 
with a request for pro-
ject assistance.  If the 
project fits the objec-
tives of the Council’s 
Plan of Work, and if 
the help requested can 
be provided, the pro-
ject is accepted.  
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